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Eligibility for Admission

Currently, there are three ways to establish eligibility
for admission to the University of California. First,
students can achieve “eligibility in the statewide
context.” Second, students ranking in the top 4
percent of their class in participating high schools
may gain admission through what is called “eligibility
in the local context.” Finally, students with very

high test scores may be eligible by examination alone.
You can find more detailed information by visiting;
universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman.

Eligibility in the statewide context

To achieve eligibility, students must take some stan-
dardized tests and must achieve a minimum GPA (3.00
for state residents; 3.40 for non-state residents) in their

college-preparatory classes known as the “a—g” courses.

> More specifically, you need:

a. History/Social Science, two years

b. English, four years

c. Mathematics, three years (four years recommended)

d. Laboratory Science, two years (three years recom-
mended)

e. Language Other than English, two years in one lan-
guage other than English (three years recommended)

f. Visual and Performing Arts (VPA), one year

g. College Preparatory Electives, one year

If you attend an accredited high school in California,
you can check the courses at your school that may

Selection Policy for UC Santa Cruz

The faculty of the University of California, Santa Cruz,
wishes to articulate the freshman selection policy it will
use for the fall 2010 quarter. Listed below are the 14
UC-approved criteria that a campus may consider in
selecting students for admission.

UC Santa Cruz will calculate a score for each freshman
applicant. For each of the 14 criteria, a specific point
total is noted. A total of 9,200 points is possible. The
higher the score, the more likely the student is to be
admitted to UCSC.

Grade-point average (GPA)

Recognizing the connection between university suc-
cess and high school GPA, the faculty will award up to
4,400 points in this area. The GPA is calculated on all
“a—g” courses taken in the 10th and 11th grades, with
an extra grade point awarded for an approved honors
course in which a grade of C or higher is earned. The
maximum GPA computed is 4.40.

Test scores
The UC-required examinations are a strong predictor
of university success. The faculty will award up to 2,400

points from the following: the best score from the ACT
plus Writing or the SAT Reasoning Test (single sitting),
and two SAT Subject Tests in two different areas cho-

sen from the following: history, literature, mathematics
(Level 2 only), science, or language other than English.

Courses completed/planned

The faculty values students who have challenged
themselves by taking more than the minimum subject
requirements and will award up to 200 points in this
area. Courses meeting UC’s “a—g” requirements will be
considered, including those in mathematics and lan-
guages other than English taken during seventh and/or
eighth grades.

Honors courses

Students who have taken or plan to take more rigorous
senior-year course work, as defined by a UC-honors
designation, will be awarded up to 200 points by the
faculty. Courses approved for UC-honors include
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate,
UC-transferable college courses, and UC-approved

honors courses (California high schools only).

satisfy the “a—g” pattern by consulting ucop.edu/
doorways. The web site also has general information
for applicants who do not attend an accredited

California high school.

> Establish an acceptable grade-point average (GPA).

* California resident minimum GPA: 3.00
o Nonresident minimum GPA: 3.40

The GPA is only calculated on courses meeting the
“a—g” requirements in the 10th, the 11th, and, if
completed, the 12th grade. See the UC Eligibility

Index chart on the back cover for further information.

> You must also complete the examination process.

By December of your senior year at the latest, you must

take either the ACT or SAT exams. Specifically:

1. The ACT Assessment plus Writing or the SAT Reasoning
Test. The scores you report for each section of the SAT

Eligibility in the local context

The faculty wishes to reward top academic

excellence of California students who are iden-

tified as ELC by awarding them 200 points.
These students are evaluated in the summer before their
senior year and are determined by UC to be in the top 4
percent of their high school class.

Quality of senior-year program of study

The quality of the senior-year program is of utmost
importance to the faculty, and students may be awarded
up to 200 points for their senior-year program of study.
The total number of courses planned, as well as the
number of honors courses planned, is taken into
consideration. (Refer to previous criterion, “Honors
Courses,” above.)

Academic opportunities in California

high schools

The faculty understands that not all high schools in
California can offer students the same academic oppor-
tunities and will award up to 400 points for those
students attending lower-performing California high
schools as measured by the state’s Academic Performance
Index (API). (400 point maximum between this criteri-
on and the last criterion, “Geographic Location,” below.)

(critical reading, mathematics, and writing)
must be from the same sitting. UCSC Code for
ACT: 0460. UCSC Code for SAT: 4860.

2. Two SAT Subject Tests in two different subject areas.
Choose from history, literature, mathematics (Level 2
only), science, or language other than English.

Eligibility in the local context

California residents only

If the university determines that you are in the top

4 percent of your high school class by the end of your
junior year, then you will be notified at the beginning

of your senior year that you have achieved ELC status—
eligibility in the local context. To remain eligible, you
then need to apply to the UC in November and complete
the Examination Requirement and the remaining courses
in the Subject Requirement.

Performance in academic subject areas

Students who have demonstrated outstanding perfor-
mance in one or more of the “a—g” subject areas may be
awarded up to 100 points by the faculty. Top academic
performance sustained throughout a student’s high school
career will receive consideration in this area.

Achievements in special projects

The faculty wishes to acknowledge achievement in special
projects by awarding up to 100 points. Students will be
reviewed for outstanding or exceptional achievement in
one or more special projects related to an academic field
of study, not necessarily confined to the “a—g” subject
areas. Programs and/or projects outside the classroom

in the “a—g” subject areas will also be considered under
this criterion.

Improvement in academic performance

The faculty will award up to 100 points for recent
improvement in academic performance. Students showing
improvement in grades from their sophomore year to their
junior year by at least one full grade point will be given
consideration in this area. Only courses in the “a—g”
subject areas will be calculated for this purpose.

Special talents, achievements, and awards
The faculty values students who have shown the promise
to contribute to the intellectual vitality of the campus and

Eligibility by examination alone

You must satisfy the same examination requirement

as described in “Eligibility in the Statewide Context,”
above, but your test score total must meet a specific
threshold. To qualify this way, you must achieve a
minimum UC Score Total—calculated according to
the Eligibility Index instructions—of 410 (425 for
nonresidents). In addition, you must earn a minimum
UC Score of 63 on each component of the ACT or
SAT Reasoning Test and on each SAT Subject Test.

You may not use an SAT Subject Test to meet these
requirements if you have completed a transferable col-
lege course in that subject with a grade of C or better.

As a selective campus, UC Santa Cruz is unable to
offer admission to all UC-eligible applicants. UCSC
offers admission to freshman applicants according to
the selection policy described below.

will consider awarding up to 200 points in this area.
Students who have earned significant recognition at the
state, national, or international level in a particular field,
such as visual and performing arts, written communica-
tion, student government, athletics, or community ser-
vice, or who have demonstrated exceptional leadership
potential, will be considered under this criterion.

Participation in educational preparation
programs

The faculty supports the efforts of many precollegiate
educational programs and the students whom those
programs serve. Up to 200 points may be awarded for
those students who have participated and persisted in
certain Educational Preparation Programs, and for those
students who have demonstrated academic accomplish-
ment within those programs. (Refer to the list on page
12 of the University of California application.)

Academic accomplishment within

life experiences

The faculty will award up to 500 points for those
students who have demonstrated academic achievement
while also having dealt with significant life issues. Life
experiences include but are not limited to disability, low
family income, first generation to attend college, need
to work, and other special circumstances.

Changes to eligibility requirements,
effective fall 2012

Beginning with freshmen entering the UC system in
fall 2012, eligibility requirements will change. The
same number of “a—g” courses and the same GPA will
be required. However, you will need to complete 11
of the 15 “a—g” courses by the end of your junior year.
Also, SAT Subject Tests will no longer be required for
admission, although you may still submit these scores
for consideration as part of your application, as with
AP scores. The Subject Tests may also be recommended
for certain majors.

Will MclIntyre, music major
HOMETOWN: Hamilton, Massachusetts
HIGH SCHOOL: Hamilton Wenham Regional HS

Geographic location

The faculty wishes to promote geographic diversity
within the student body and will award up to 100 points
to help achieve that diversity. Certain geographic regions
where applicants live or attend school will be considered
under this criterion. (400 point maximum between this
criterion and the criterion “Academic Opportunities in

California High Schools,” above.)



